God’s People Gather to Worship

8:30 am Interactive Service

Welcome and News of our Church Family Bob Nicholson

Minute for Mission Heifer Project Christi Robinson

Passing of the Peace

t Lighting the Advent Candle Based on Isaiah 61:1-3
The Rass Family

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Soon and Very Soon

+ Opening Songs

Invitation to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Centering Song Come Now, O Prince of Peace
First Scripture Lesson 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Centering Song Come Now, O Prince of Peace

Second Scripture Lesson Matthew 1:18-25

Sermon “Men in Difficult Positions” Rev. Burt McGlawn

Special Music Breath of Heaven (Mary’s Song)

Stephen Sivley and Julia Herda

Dedication of our Gifts, Tithes, and Offerings

+ Affirmation of Faith: Belhar Confession

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
t Closing Song In Christ Alone

+ Benediction

tThose who are able may stand

The words for the Call to Worship and other unison or responsive
readings will be on the screen and are also included in the 10:30 am service
bulletin found to the right of this page.

All copyrighted materials used under CCLIS70852 & OneLicense
A-729029

God’s People Gather to Worship

10:30 am Traditional Worship
Welcome and News of our Church Family Liturgist: John Haley

Ordination and Installation of Elder Maggie Robinson

Minute for Mission Christi Robinson Heifer Project

Passing of the Peace

Prelude ChristmasCarillon
Sanctuary Handbells

Introit Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  Liturgy of St. James

Lighting the Advent Candle Based on Isaiah 61:1-3

The Robinson Family

Reader One: This is the season of holy waiting. Today we light the
candle of joy.

Reader Two: We wait for the One whose word can set captives free.

Reader One: We await the day when all who mourn will know
gladness and praise.

Reader Two: We wait while the dawning light appears on the horizon.
All: Come let us walk in the light of God!
Prayer: It is with joy that we come to worship You today, O God. Help us
put aside whatever gets in the way of our joy for you and help us make this
a joyous season!

1 Opening Hymn 464 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

Invitation to Confession

Prayer of Confession: (Unison)

Lord God, We praise you for sending light into this world. We confess
that we live as though the light has never defeated darkness. We
confess that we ignore the Savior you sent to be among us and to live
in us. We’ve kept the birth of your Son confined to the Christmas
season and do not yearn for his coming each moment in our waiting
hearts. Forgive us for not opening our eyes to Jesus. Help us rejoice in
the light so that your grace can illuminate the darkened places of our
hearts.........

Assurance of Pardon
Congregational Response
+ Hymn 576

Gloria in Excelsis Deo
Time for Little Presbyterians
Prayer of Illumination

First Scripture Lesson 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Anthem Song of Mary Sergei  Rachmaninoff,

Arr. Faye Lopez
Sanctuary Choir
Leah McKinney Soprano Soloist

Second Scripture Lesson Matthew 1:18-25

Sermon “Men in Difficult Positions” Rev. Burt McGlawn

1 Second Hymn 53 What Child Is This

+ Affirmation of Faith: (Belhar Confession )

We believe in the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who
gathers, protects, and cares for the church through Word and
Spirit. This God has done since the beginning of time and will do to
the end. We believe in one, holy, universal Christian church, the
communion of saints called from the entire human family. We
believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the
church. That we have one God, are filled with one Spirit, are
baptized with one baptism, eat of one bread and drink of one cup,
that we have one Lord and share one hope, - that together we are
to know and bear one another’s burdens, - that we need each
other, and that we suffer together for righteousness and justice,
pray together, serve God together in this world, and together fight
all things which threaten this unity. Amen.

Dedication of our Gifts, Tithes, and Offerings
Invitation for offering
+ Doxology 592
+ Prayer of Dedication

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

T Closing Hymn 36 In the Bleak Midwinter

T Response Come Now, O Prince of Peace

+ Benediction

1+You are invited to stand.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP. We are delighted that you joined us this
morning. We encourage families with children to sit near the front.
Childcare is provided for children ages 4 and under throughout the
service in Room 120.
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Worship Service Times for Remainder of December

December 17th
8:30AM Interactive Service Fellowship Hall
10:30AM Traditional Service Sanctuary
December 24th (Christmas Eve)
10:00 AM One Service Fellowship Hall
6:00 PM Candlelight Service Sanctuary
December 31st
10:00 AM One Service Sanctuary

o We will be honoring Burt at the
; % T %) Christmas Eve Reception. If you
\ > ””h] , f would like to donate to a Special Fund
ey honoring Burt the number is 2957.
‘ Checks will be needed by December
27th to be included in the Christmas
Eve Reception love offering.
Please bring cookies (on disposable

platters) and leave in the Fellowship
Hall prior to Candlelight Service.

The annual Christmas Eve Offering will be collected
now through Christmas. Your donations will go to 4
Heifer International for an Ark, North Alabama £ =g
Presbytery, Huntsville Assistance Program and the <5
Medical Benevolence Foundation. Put #2940 in the <@
memo line of your check. Thank you!

Q HANDBELL RINGERS WANTED! The Sanctuary
@ Sw\2 Handbell group is looking for new members who are
W~ %, =5, interested in ringing with us. No experience is really
( @(‘W@% needed - we can help you get started with a bell in each
Q) (@/wa hand. Rehearsals are Wednesdays at 5:00 pm in room

= ”3\5/,4/ 100. Please contact Stephen Sivley or Sally Priester for
more information.

The office will be closed on Monday,

WERE &

Dec 25th and Tuesday, December 26th for
Christmas. The office v’vill also be closed on CLOSED ‘\'f
Monday, January lst, 2024! FOR CHRISTMAS

Wednesday Night Suppers

No Wednesday Night Supper on December 20th and December
27th.

Suppers will resume on Wednesday, January 3rd at 5:30 in the
Fellowship Hall.

Cold weather gear makes a big difference for the

homeless. Bring new or gently used, clean adult size £ m 5 3
coats, gloves, hats, socks, thermal underwear, i M
sweatshirts/pants, warm scarves, blankets and

sleeping bags to the bin on the porch of the

Fellowship Hall. Donations will be taken to First LI
Stop through February for distribution. This is part % g R
of the mandate Jesus gives us in Matthew 25. o

= == Thank you to everyone who brought canned chicken in

-« November. You gave very generously as you did with cereal in
o | October! The EMP Item for December is jars of spaghetti
~ || sauce. Your donations will go into Faith's food pantry to be used
in the Elderly Mission Project boxes that Faith volunteers pack
= | and deliver monthly to 15 recipients. Please put your donations

| at the back of the Fellowship Hall or under the table in the
narthex.

Huntsville Assistance Program, HAP, is one of our mission partners,
and they need help to stock their food pantries. They expect to have a
record number of families with grocery shortages over the upcoming
holiday season. Check their website to see current needs: https://
huntsvilleap.org/current-needs/.

Christmas Giving Made Easy, Honor a special
person with the gift of helping someone else! Shop
the Presbyterian Giving Catalog from your
computer. When you donate to help someone who
needs many basic material goods, you may send a %8
paper card or e-card to the person you are 3=
honoring. Choose from a wide variety of gifts
including farm animals, a community garden,
sewing machine, educate a child, fishing kit, and
many others, starting at $10. See the catalog
at https://presbyteriangifts.pcusa.org/ Your gift honors a special person
and provides help, hope and relief to people in need.

Bulletin and Newsletter Information: Please send
all Bulletin and Newsletter information to Renee
Savelle (rsavelle@presby.org) AND Kelly Forrester
(kforrester@presby.org). The deadline for the
January newsletter is Monday, 12/18 Please have
submissions turned in by this date!

Faith Voyagers Adult Sunday School Class is continuing a video series
on the New Testament. All are welcome to join us at any time. We meet
in room 109 at 9:30 am.

Ladies Christmas Party Rescheduled

A::(u
A prayel o fifo, T
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The Christmas party scheduled for tonight at
the Cape’s has been postponed because of
schedule conflicts. The new date will be =
January 14! It will be a Ladies’ Tea from 3-5 Q
at the home of the Capes. Put it on your =
calendar and invite a friend! ———— Oy

Faith Presbyterian
Church

—

“Faith Presbyterian Church seeks to be Worship-Centered

and Mission-Focused as we join together in Christ’s ministry”

Welcome to Worship

December 17, 2023

Rev. Burt McGlawn—Interim Pastor
Stephen Sivley—Director of Music Ministry
Dr. Beth Cape — Dir. Of Christian Ed./ Mission Coordinator
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Office (256) 881-4811 * www.presby.org * Follow us on Facebook
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