God’s People Gather to Worship
8:30AM Faith In the Morning
Welcome and News of our Church Family Dr. Michael Bowe

Minute for Mission, Enable

Call to Worship Bob Nicholson
Lighting Advent Candle The Chapman Family
+ Opening Songs Lord, Prepare Me

Soon and Very Soon
Invitation to Confession

Prayer of Confession

Silent Prayer

Assurance of Pardon
Passing of the Peace

Time for Little Presbyterians
Centering Song Come Now, O Prince of Peace
First Scripture Lesson Malachi 3:1-4
Centering Song

Come Now, O Prince of Peace

Second Scripture Lesson Luke 1:68-79

Sermon “How the Grinch Stole Christmas: Stealing Peace”  Dr. Bowe

Congregational Song Prepare the Way of the Lord

Taize
1 Offering/Prayer of Dedication
1 Affirmation of Faith: (Patmos Abbey—The Order of Saint Columba)
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
+ Closing Song All Who Are Thirsty

+ Benediction

tThose who are able may stand.

The words for the Call to Worship and other unison or responsive readings will be
on the screen and are also included in the 10:30AM service bulletin found to the
right of this page.

All copyrighted materials used under CCLI570852 & OneLicense A
729029

God’s People Gather to Worship
10:30AM Traditional Worship

Welcome and News of our Church Family

Minute for Mission, Enable

Prelude O Come, O Come Emmanuel
ESL Handbells
Introit Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

Liturgy of St. James, 4th Century, Sanctuary Choir

+ Call to Worship/Lighting Advent Candle
Larraine Lyter-Reed and Family

L: A messenger of God is coming!

A: Prepare the way of the Lord

L: A new day of mercy is dawning

A: Prepare the way of the Lord

L: A voice is crying in the wilderness

A: Prepare the way of the Lord

Last Sunday we lit the candle of Hope, remembering the hope which
comes in Christ. Today we light the second candle of Advent, the
candle of Peace.

God is sending a messenger to prepare the way for peace! We pray
that God will help us become messengers of peace!

We light this candle in peace.

+ Opening Hymn 2 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Invitation to Confession

Prayer of Confession: John Haley, Liturgist

God of Grace, you blow the breath of life into our lungs. You have
formed us in your image. And yet we acknowledge that sometimes
we are not who you would have us be. You challenge us to
embrace the refining fire of your love, but we can’t endure that.
We would rather hang on to those impurities. However, through
your Grace, life-giving God, accept us as we are but never leave us
as we are. You make us righteous! Help us become as you would
have us, righteous. In Jesus name, Amen

Silent Prayer
Assurance of Pardon
Gloria in Excelsis Deo

+ Congregational Response Hymn 579

Passing of the Peace

Time for Little Presbyterians
Prayer of Illumination

First Scripture Lesson Malachi 3:1-4

Anthem Lo, How A Rose

Traditional German Carol, Michael Praetorius, Sanctuary Choir

Second Scripture Lesson Luke 1:68-79

Sermon “How the Grinch Stole Christmas: Stealing Peace”  Dr. Bowe

+ Second Hymn 13 Prepare the Way of the Lord
Presentation of our Gifts, Tithes, and Offerings ~ Come, Little Children
Angels We Have Heard on High

ESL Handbells

1 Doxology Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow

1 Prayer of Dedication

+ Affirmation of Faith: (Patmos Abbey—The Order of Saint Columba)

We believe that our lives are held within the encircling love of
God, who knows our names and recognizes our deepest needs.
We believe that Christ is the divine Child of the living God, and
that his grace is like living waters that can never be exhausted.
We believe in the birthing, renewing, enabling Spirit of God who
yearns over our welfare as a mother yearns for her child. We
believe that God is in the arid desert as well as in green pastures,
and that hard times and disciplines are also loving gifts. We
believe that our journey has a purpose and a destination, and
that our path leads to a human glory we cannot yet imagine. We
believe that in the church we are fellow pilgrims on the road,
and that we are called to love one another as God loves us. This
is our faith and we are humbled to profess in Jesus the Christ.
Amen

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer
1 Closing Hymn 409 Wild and Lone the Prophets Voice

+ Benediction

Response Come Now, O Prince of Peace
Sanctuary Choir
Postlude Do You Hear What I Hear?

ESL Handbells

+ Those who are able may stand.

Hearing Aids Available — We provide hearing aids for the service. An usher
will be happy to assist you.



You can help feed hungry seniors by
donating the Items of the Month:
canned peas, carrots and mixed
vegetables. No green beans or corn are
needed. Items will go into the Elderly
Mission Project (EMP) boxes which
are packed and distributed by Faith Volunteers toward
the end of the month. There are baskets in the Narthex and Fellowship
Hall for your donations. Thank you!

The preschool Christmas program will be on Friday, December 13
at 12:15 followed by the Bethlehem Lunch for
preschoolers and their families. During the
Bethlehem Lunch characters from the nativity
story will visit the children at the tables and tell
them about their part in the Christmas story.
Each character will leave the children with a
small gift to help celebrate the real meaning of
Christmas. Volunteers will be needed to help
cook and serve lunch and to clean up after.

2025 Calendars by Billy Spears are ready. All the months are nature
-themed and show off God's handiwork. Billy says,
“God gave me the equipment, the wherewithal to go CALENDAR
to so many beautiful & unusual places, whatever
talent I may have, and last, but certainly not least,
the  subject matter!”  Billy’s email is
spearsw70(@gmail.com. He will have both desk &
wall calendars with 100% of the profits going to the
Elderly Mission Project boxes. The wall calendars
are $13 each and the desk calendars are $6 each.

Faith Fellowship Cruise 2025 Time is getting short to take ad-
vantage of the low group rates for our incredible October 2025 Carib-
bean, Panama Canal fellowship vacation cruise. The best cabins are
going fast. Please email Robert Perry at (perry3947@knology.net) for
details.

Thank you for your generous financial support. Please remember
that in order for your contributions to be credited to 2024, they
must be received by December 31, 2024.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER
Christmas Carols with Beth at 5:50

(Please fill out the form below and place in offering plate—There will
be NO Wednesday Night Supper on Dec. 18 & 25)

December 11, 2024 at 5:30pm
Menu: Cheeseburgers and Fixins’

Names:
Adults ($7.00) Children ($5.00) (10 and under)
Please indicate ages of children 10 and under

Christmas on Eighth Today at 4:30-6:30PM. There will be food
trucks, an obstacle course, a petting zoo, and pictures with Santa at 305
8th Street. Donations of laundry detergent and paper products are wel-
come. Please have donations to the church by Dec. 8, 2024.

ESL Handbells! We will enjoy the Japanese handbell
\ / choir at the 10:30 service. After the 10:30 service, all

young families are invited to gather in the Fellowship
Hall for pizza, Christmas crafts with Nancy & Beth, and

play time in the gym!

Faith's annual Christmas Eve Offering will be received through
Christmas. This year it will be divided among four of our mission part-
ners: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PCUSA national and interna-
tional), Enable (local), Christmas Joy Offering (PCUSA national) and
Society of St. Andrew (regional). One of these partners is being high-
lighted each Sunday of Advent. Mark your offering #2940, Christmas
Eve.

Enable Madison County provides services to the aging and home-
bound that enables them to live independently, safely, and with dignity.
Enable Madison County (formerly operating as CASA of Madison
County) is always accepting a helping hand with our projects to help the
homebound.

LOOKING | AHEAD
- ‘-

TODAY! Christmas: Christmas on Eighth - 4:30-6:30PM at 305
Eighth Street.

Friday, December 13, 2024: Preschool Bethlehem Lunch—
Volunteers will be needed to help cook and serve lunch and to clean
up after.

Saturday, December 14, 1:00-4:00PM: Operation Hungry Banquet
at Cavalry Hill Community Center—Faith will be collecting gently
used hats, gloves, and warm clothes to be distributed at the Opera-
tion Hungry Banquet. Pre-packaged desserts may be left on the tables
in the back of the Fellowship Hall any day this week, preferably by Fri-
day evening. Home-baked desserts should be brought on Thursday or
Friday. Clothing donations may be left under the tables. Volunteers
who are helping at the banquet will leave from the church at 8:00 a.m.
on Saturday,; all donations of food or clothing should be brought by
that time.

The church office will be closed on Wednesday, Dec. 25th &
Thursday, Dec. 26th.

December! Faith will participating in a White Christmas in Decem-
ber - collecting NEW (in packages) men’s and women’s socks and
underwear for 1st Stop (No deadline for bringing as 1st Stop can
use these items year round.)

Faith Presbyterian

Church
Welcome to Worship

Engage, Nurture, Bless

Faith Presbyterian Church wishes to engage the community with mean-
ingful worship, nurture this wonderful community with lasting disciple-
ship and warm fellowship, and bless the larger world with an amazing
heart for mission.

December 8, 2024

Dr. Michael Bowe—Pastor
Stephen Sivley—Director of Music Ministry
Dr. Beth Cape — Dir. Of Christian Ed. / Mission Coordinator

5003 Whitesburg Drive * Huntsville, Alabama 35802
Office (256) 881-4811 * www.presby.org * Follow us on Facebook
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